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Sept. 8: In an interview with a Mexican TV journalist, Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front
(FMLN) commander Jorge Melendez ("Jonas") warned that if no progress occurs at the Sept.
13-18 round of talks in Costa Rica, the rebels will launch a new offensive to pressure the military
into accepting discussion of demilitarization. Melendez asserted that the FMLN advocates total
demilitarization or dismantlement of both the official armed forces and the rebel army as the only
way to ensure a move to democratization in El Salvador. Melendez said the rebels were prepared to
continue fighting until agreements are established that would facilitate democratization. He added,
"The next offensive has been organized, orders have been delivered and they will be implemented
in accordance with our political needs." The rebel commander dismissed the notion that the FMLN
"feels isolated" by change in Eastern Europe. He asserted that the Frente had never focused on
defense of an "international ideology," but rather on El Salvador. Melendez said the FMLN does
not feel isolated because it is supported by Salvadorans throughout the country. Sept. 9: During
his Sunday homily, Auxiliary Bishop Gregorio Rosa Chavez said that "verbal violence and threats"
by government officials and rebel leaders throughout the week prior to the Sept. 13-18 round of
peace talks hardly inspire optimism in the hearts of Salvadorans. He added, "We are not expecting
spectacular results, but rather the minimum of the minimum, or, that the process continues and
that sooner or later this nightmare will come to an end." According to the bishop, "For most
Salvadorans, daily life means not being able to express yourself or even to sleep peacefully at
night. It is therefore absolutely imperative that the peace process be expedited." However, he
added, considering the "seriousness of [the country's] social problems..., it would be unrealistic
to hope [for a settlement] after a few days of discussion." Rosa Chavez said that an end to the civil
war should mean rebuilding a society based on "justice, true liberty and democracy," including
reorganization of the armed forces and changes in military recruitment methods. Next, the prelate
said, "It is interesting that [current recruitment] methods are recognized as brutal, and that this is
not sufficient" cause to abolish them. Rosa Chavez then denounced the Aug. 31 bombing by the
army of the Copapayo resettlement community, located in Cuscatlan department. He said a large
proportion of the residents' corn crop was destroyed, adding that "such actions are extremely tragic,
and they occur every week." Sept. 13: Col. Mauricio Vargas, who represents the army at the talks,
said that "lack of progress...could lead to increased warfare." Military reports from San Salvador
said 27 soldiers and guerrillas were killed and 30 more were wounded Wednesday and Thursday in
fighting mainly in the north and central part of the country. Vargas reiterated that the "permanent
nature of the armed forces as an institution is not under discussion." The Salvadoran military this
week announced reforms in some of its more strategic sectors and in some anti-insurgency units,
but rebel commanders have dismissed the changes as "smoke and mirrors" designed to placate
the US Congress. On Sept. 12, Cristiani rejected the FMLN proposals for a drastic overhaul of the
military. Rebel commander Shafick Handal, part of the FMLN delegation at the talks, said all the
announced reforms ready did was "consolidate a military group known as the Tandona, which
is dead set against negotiations." The guerrillas accuse the Tandona the graduating class of El
©2011 The University of New Mexico,
Latin American & Iberian Institute.
All rights reserved.

Page 1 of 2

LADB Article Id: 069643
ISSN: 1089-1560

Salvador's military academy which includes Defense Minister Emilio Rene Ponce, deputy ministers
of defense and interior, and several army commanders of planning the Jesuit murders. Peace talks
got under way here Thursday under the mediation of U.N. envoy Alvaro de Soto, with neither side
showing any sign of wanting to give way.At present the negotiations are supposed to focus on the
Salvadoran military, but Mr. Cristiani Wednesday did not rule out the possibility that other subjects
like reforming the country's judicial system could be raised. (Basic data from AFP, 09/08/90, 09/09/90,
09/13/90; Notimex, 09/09/90)
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